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House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi
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BEFORE AFTER PERCENT
GENDER ELECTION ELECTION CHANGE
® Men 351 332 + 5.4%
Women 84 103 4+ 22.6%



U.S. 116th Congress by Gender, Race, and Religion

Male 76.5% White 76.7% Christian 88.2%

Source: Panetta, Grace and Samantha Lee. "This Graphic Shows How Much More Diverse the House of Representatives Is Getting.”
Business Insider. January 5, 2019.
Source: Pew Research Center. "Faith on the Hill: The Religious Composition of the 116th Congress.” January 3, 2019.




Factors in suffrage history

wGender wCourt wReasoning
wRace challenges wLobbying
wClass wState-by-state wProtests
legislation
wConstitutional
amendment



Gender equality argument
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Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony

/Declaration of Sentiments adopted at
Seneca Falls, New York (1848)
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evident: that all men and women are
created equal; that they are endowed

with their Creator with certain
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Fifteenth Amendment
(1871) and race

oGranted the vote to Black men

«Many women thought they should have been included

cSusan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton opposed the
Fifteenth Amendment, while other suffragists like Lucy Stone
supported it

uPreviously, only state laws restricted voting rights to men
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Rival suffrage organizations (1869)

/American Woman Suffrage Association
AA moderategroup ¢ KS 2 2YIl yQa W2 dzN

A Led by women and men

A Sought only woman suffrage

A Attracted female and male support
A Pursued stateby-state strategy

/National Woman Suffrage Association
A A radical group The Revolution
A Led by women
A Sought rights to suffrage, education, divorce
A Sought Constitutional amendment

A First introduced in Congress in 1878, but
garnered little support




Court challenges

NWSA challenged the exclusion of women from voting in the
1872 presidential election by trying to register to vote

Susan B. Anthony registered and voted in New York, and was
later arrested, tried, and fined $100 (which she never paid)

Virginia Louisa Minor was turned away in Missouri and filed a
lawsuit arguing that the I Amendment established her
citizenship and right to vote

Minor v.Happerseti{(1875x Supreme Court held that the U.S.
Constitution did not guarantee citizens the right to vote; state
laws could prohibit women from voting




Stateby-state suffrage

Abigail Scott traveled to Oregon overland in 1852 at age 17

Married with six children when husband was seriously injured

Now Abigail ScoDuniway she became a writer and publisher
to support her family

Weekly newspapefhe New Northwegtl871)
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rights in Oregon with laws granting married women property
rights, right to operate her own business, right to control her
own earnings, right to property if her husband leaves

Suffrage: Idaho (1896), Washington (1910), Oregon (1912)




NWSA and AWSA
merge in 1890

uStateby-state strategy successful in the West

cOrganizational support for woman suffrage grew
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wNational Council of Women (1888)
wAmerican Federation of Labor (1890)
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wBuUll Moose Party (1912)Theodore Roosevelt
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Partial woman
< suffrage
- No woman
suffrage




Expanding female
activism

Women became good at lobbying

Prohibition (women at left are attending a state
suffrage bill hearing in New Jersey)

Social work and settlement houses

Birth control

Good government
Educational reforms
Workplace rights
Anti-lynching campaign




National Association of Colored
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«Mary Church Terrell, Ida B. WeBarnett, and Frances Ellen Walker
Harper among founders

cMotto: Lifting as We Climb

uLiteracy tests, poll taxes, grandfather clauses were disenfranchising Black
men

uPlessy v. Fergus¢h896)
oBlack women were excluded from White suffragist meetings

uAsked to walk in separate Black units in suffrage pammd@slisBarnett
refused
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