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Factors in suffrage history

Issues

ωGender

ωRace

ωClass

Strategies

ωCourt 
challenges

ωState-by-state 
legislation

ωConstitutional 
amendment

Tactics

ωReasoning

ωLobbying

ωProtests



Gender equality argument
Å²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘǎ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ 
Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony

ÅDeclaration of Sentiments adopted at 
Seneca Falls, New York (1848)

Åά²Ŝ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘǊǳǘƘǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜƭŦ-
evident: that all men and women are 
created equal; that they are endowed 
with their Creator with certain 
ƛƴŀƭƛŜƴŀōƭŜ ǊƛƎƘǘǎΤ Φ Φ Φ Φ ά



Fifteenth Amendment 
(1871) and race
ωGranted the vote to Black men

ωMany women thought they should have been included

ωSusan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton opposed the 
Fifteenth Amendment, while other suffragists like Lucy Stone 
supported it

ωPreviously, only state laws restricted voting rights to men

ω9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ /ŀŘȅ {ǘŀƴǘƻƴ ǿǊƻǘŜΣ άLŦ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǊŘ ΨƳŀƭŜΩ ōŜ 
ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘΣ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǳǎ ŀ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘΦέ



Rival suffrage organizations (1869)
ÅAmerican Woman Suffrage Association
ÅA moderate groupτ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŀƴΩǎ WƻǳǊƴŀƭ

ÅLed by women and men

ÅSought only woman suffrage 

ÅAttracted female and male support

ÅPursued state-by-state strategy

ÅNational Woman Suffrage Association
ÅA radical groupτThe Revolution

ÅLed by women

ÅSought rights to suffrage, education, divorce

ÅSought Constitutional amendment

ÅFirst introduced in Congress in 1878, but 
garnered little support



Court challenges
ωNWSA challenged the exclusion of women from voting in the 
1872 presidential election by trying to register to vote

ωSusan B. Anthony registered and voted in New York, and was 
later arrested, tried, and fined $100 (which she never paid)

ωVirginia Louisa Minor was turned away in Missouri and filed a 
lawsuit arguing that the 14th Amendment established her 
citizenship and right to vote

ωMinor v. Happersett(1875)τSupreme Court held that the U.S. 
Constitution did not guarantee citizens the right to vote; state 
laws could prohibit women from voting 



State-by-state suffrage
ÅAbigail Scott traveled to Oregon overland in 1852 at age 17

ÅMarried with six children when husband was seriously injured

ÅNow Abigail Scott Duniway, she became a writer and publisher 
to support her family

ÅWeekly newspaper The New Northwest(1871)

ÅtŜǊǎǳŀŘŜŘ ƳŜƴ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
rights in Oregon with laws granting married women property 
rights, right to operate her own business, right to control her 
own earnings, right to property if her husband leaves

ÅSuffrage: Idaho (1896), Washington (1910), Oregon (1912)



NWSA and AWSA 
merge in 1890
ωState-by-state strategy successful in the West

ωOrganizational support for woman suffrage grew
ω²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ¢ŜƳǇŜǊŀƴŎŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ όмутпύ

ωNational Council of Women (1888)

ωAmerican Federation of Labor (1890)

ω²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ ¢ǊŀŘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ [ŜŀƎǳŜ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ όмфлоύ

ωBull Moose Party (1912) ςTheodore Roosevelt

ωbŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳōǎ όмфмпύ



Expanding female 
activism
ÅWomen became good at lobbying

ÅProhibition (women at left are attending a state  
suffrage bill hearing in New Jersey)

ÅSocial work and settlement houses

ÅBirth control

ÅGood government

ÅEducational reforms

ÅWorkplace rights

ÅAnti-lynching campaign



National Association of Colored 
²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ /ƭǳōǎ όмуфсύ
ωMary Church Terrell, Ida B. Wells-Barnett, and Frances Ellen Walker 
Harper among founders

ωMotto: Lifting as We Climb

ωLiteracy tests, poll taxes, grandfather clauses were disenfranchising Black 
men

ωPlessy v. Ferguson (1896)

ωBlack women were excluded from White suffragist meetings

ωAsked to walk in separate Black units in suffrage paradesτWells-Barnett 
refused

ω²ŀƭƪŜǊ ǎǇƻƪŜ ƻŦ .ƭŀŎƪ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ άŘƻǳōƭŜ ōǳǊŘŜƴέ ƻŦ ǎŜȄ ŀƴŘ ǊŀŎŜ


